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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (IDS) 



Dear Sir: 

The documents listed on the accompanying PTO Form- 1449 are called to the attention of 
the Examiner for the above patent application. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), which was 
amended on September 21, 2004 to eliminate the requirement for submitting a copy of each U.S. 
patent or U.S. patent application publication listed in an IDS, no copies of U.S. patents or U.S. 
patent applications are provided. Copies of any listed foreign patent documents, pending non- 
published U.S. patent applications, and non-patent literature are enclosed. 

Citation of these documents shall not be construed as: 

1. an admission that the documents are necessarily prior art with respect to the 
instant invention; 

2. a representation that a search has been made; or 
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3. an admission that the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material 
to patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 

Applicant notes that since the filing of this application, office actions have been received 
in three related co-pending applications, U.S. Patent Application Nos. 09/945,448, 09/945,450, 
and 1 1/321,216, as Applicant has previously noted. Applicant further notes that since the filing 
of this application, office actions have also been received in related co-pending application 
No. 10/177,534, and that related co-pending application no. 11/931,305 is also pending. Copies 
of these actions are available through the office's PAIR system. If the Examiner so requests, 
Applicant will provide the Examiner with copies of these actions. 

If any extensions of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) are required in order for this 
submission to be considered timely, Applicant hereby petitions for such extensions. Applicant 
also hereby authorizes that any fees due for such extensions or any other fee associated with this 
submission, as specified in 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or § 1.17, be charged to deposit account 502306. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Cyrus F. Bharucha 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 42,324 
Telephone: (512)439-5097 
Facsimile: (512)439-5099 
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